A Very Brief History Of Thermodynamics
John Murrell
Eventually, you will unconditionally discover a further experience and achievement by spending more
cash. yet when? complete you take that you require to get those every needs subsequently having
signiﬁcantly cash? Why dont you try to acquire something basic in the beginning? Thats something
that will guide you to understand even more going on for the globe, experience, some places, in the
manner of history, amusement, and a lot more?
It is your deﬁnitely own time to sham reviewing habit. in the middle of guides you could enjoy now is
A Very Brief History Of Thermodynamics John Murrell below.

Particle Physics: A Very Short Introduction Frank
Close 2004-05-13 In this compelling introduction
to the fundamental particles that make up the
universe, Frank Close takes us on a journey into
the atom to examine known particles such as
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

quarks, electrons, and the ghostly neutrino.
Along the way he provides fascinating insights
into how discoveries in particle physics have
actually been made, and discusses how our
picture of the world has been radically revised in
the light of these developments. He concludes by
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looking ahead to new ideas about the mystery of
antimatter, the number of dimensions that there
might be in the universe, and to what the next 50
years of research might reveal. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction Damien
Keown 2013-02-28 Introduces Buddhism, looking
at how the tradition began and how it evolved
and explaining its central teachings and
practices.
British Politics: A Very Short Introduction Anthony
Wright 2013-05-30 An interpretative essay on the
British political system looks at the key
characteristics and ideas of the British tradition,
explores what makes British politics distinctive,
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

and considers how the system continues to
evolve.
The Napoleonic Wars: A Very Short Introduction
Mike Rapport 2013-01-31 The Napoleonic Wars
have an important place in the history of Europe,
leaving their mark on European and world
societies in a variety of ways. In many European
countries they provided the stimulus for radical
social and political change - particularly in Spain,
Germany, and Italy - and are frequently viewed in
these places as the starting point of their modern
histories. In this Very Short Introduction, Mike
Rapport provides a brief outline of the wars,
introducing the tactics, strategies, and weaponry
of the time. Presented in three parts, he
considers the origins and course of the wars, the
ways and means in which it was fought, and the
social and political legacy it has left to the world
today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
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perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Nuclear Power: A Very Short Introduction Maxwell
Irvine 2011-05-26 With the World desperate to
ﬁnd energy sources that do not emit carbon
gasses, nuclear power is back on the agenda and
in the news, following the increasing cost of fossil
fuels and concerns about the security of their
future supply. However, the term 'nuclear power'
causes anxiety in many people and there is
confusion concerning the nature and extent of
the associated risks. Here, Maxwell Irvine
presents a concise introduction to the
development of nuclear physics leading up to the
emergence of the nuclear power industry. He
discusses the nature of nuclear energy and deals
with various aspects of public concern,
considering the risks of nuclear safety, the cost
of its development, and waste disposal.
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

Dispelling some of the widespread confusion
about nuclear energy, Irvine considers the
relevance of nuclear power, the potential of
nuclear fusion, and encourages informed debate
about its potential. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Innovation: A Very Short Introduction Mark
Dodgson 2010-03-25 This book demonstrates
how innovation is used to create wealth,
productivity growth, and improved quality of life
Astrobiology: A Very Short Introduction
David C. Catling 2013-10-24 Examines the origins
of life on Earth and the search for extraterrestrial
life, through an understanding of the factors that
have allowed life to exist on this planet and the
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commonalities on others that may enable life
elsewhere.
Druids: A Very Short Introduction Barry
Cunliﬀe 2010-05-27 Who were the Druids? What
do we know about them? Do they still exist
today? The Druids ﬁrst came into focus in
Western Europe - Gaul, Britain, and Ireland - in
the second century BC. They are a popular
subject; they have been known and discussed for
over 2,000 years and few ﬁgures ﬂit so elusively
through history. They are enigmatic and puzzling,
partly because of the lack of knowledge about
them has resulted in a wide spectrum of
interpretations. Barry Cunliﬀe takes the reader
through the evidence relating to the Druids,
trying to decide what can be said and what can't
be said about them. He examines why the nature
of the druid caste changed quite dramatically
over time, and how successive generations have
interpreted the phenomenon in very diﬀerent
ways. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Fractals: A Very Short Introduction K. J.
Falconer 2013-09-26 An essential discussion of
the popular science and mathematics behind
fractals reveals how fractal shapes can be found
everywhere in nature from clouds to coastlines,
explaining how basic concepts in fractal
geometry produced a revolution in mathematical
understandings of patterns in the 20th century.
Original.
Globalization: A Very Short Introduction Manfred
Steger 2013-04-04 Explores globalization from
economic, political, cultural, ideological, and
environmental perspectives, discussing the major
causes and consequences of globalization and
whether it is a good or bad phenomenon.
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Cryptography: A Very Short Introduction Fred
Piper 2002-05-30 This Very Short Introduction
provides a clear and informative introduction to
the science of codebreaking, and its explosive
impact on modern society. Taking the reader
through the actual processes of developing codes
and deciphering them, the book explains what
algorithms do, how they are used, the risks
associated with using them, and why
governments should be concerned. Written in a
ﬂuid and lively style to appeal to the nonmathematical reader, this makes for fascinating
reading.
Fungi: A Very Short Introduction Nicholas P.
Money 2016-01-28 The variety of the mycological
world is far greater than most people imagine.
Tens of thousands of fungal species have been
described and many more are known only from
the abundance of their genes in soil and water.
Fungi are hugely important as agents of wood
decay in forests, and, as parasites, they have
caused the deaths of millions of people by
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

ravaging crops and reshaping natural
ecosystems. Fungi perform a variety of essential
functions in ecosystems, and are important to
both agriculture and biotechnology. Their
importance is now becoming better appreciated
among scientists, though there is much still to be
understood concerning their taxonomy and
evolution. This Very Short Introduction highlights
the variety and extraordinary natures of fungi,
revealing the remarkable facts of fungal biology
and the global signiﬁcance of these enchanting
organisms. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The U.S. Supreme Court: A Very Short
Introduction Linda Greenhouse 2012-02-13 For
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thirty years, Linda Greenhouse, the Pulitzer Prizewinning author of The U.S. Supreme Court: A
Very Short Introduction, chronicled the activities
of the justices as the Supreme Court
correspondent for the New York Times. In this
concise volume, she draws on her deep
knowledge of the court's history as well as of its
written and unwritten rules to show the reader
how the Supreme Court really works.
Psychology: A Very Short Introduction Gillian
Butler 2014 "Fully updated new edition"--Label
on cover.
Early Music: A Very Short Introduction
Thomas Forrest Kelly 2011-04-25 From Gregorian
chant to Bach's Brandenburg Concerti, the music
of the Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque
periods is both beautiful and intriguing,
expanding our horizons as it nourishes our souls.
In this Very Short Introduction, Thomas Forrest
Kelly provides not only a compact overview of
the music itself, but also a lively look at the many
attempts over the last two centuries to revive it.
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

Kelly shows that the early-music revival has long
been grounded in the idea of spontaneity, of
excitement, and of recapturing experiences
otherwise lost to us--either the rediscovery of
little-known repertories or the recovery of lost
performing styles, with the conviction that, with
the right performance, the music will come to life
anew. Blending musical and social history, he
shows how the Early Music movement in the
1960s took on political overtones, fueled by a
rebellion against received wisdom and enforced
conformity. Kelly also discusses ongoing debates
about authenticity, the desirability of period
instruments, and the relationship of mainstream
opera companies and symphony orchestras to
music that they often ignore, or play in modern
fashion.
The Computer: A Very Short Introduction Darrel
Ince 2011-11-24 Discusses the basic components
of computers; how increasingly miniature parts
have led to products, applications, and networks
that solve problems; the issues that increased
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connectivity has produced; and some of the
emerging technologies in the ﬁeld.
The British Constitution: A Very Short
Introduction Martin Loughlin 2013-04-25 The
British constitution has grown organically in
response to changes in its economic, political,
and social environment, and is not contained in a
single authoritative text. In this Very Short
Introduction, Martin Loughlin examines the
nature and authority of the constitution, and its
challenging prospects for the future.
Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction
Stephen Mumford 2012-08-30 Metaphysics is one
of the traditional four main branches of
philosophy, alongside ethics, logic and
epistemology. It is also an area that continues to
attract and hold a fascination for many people
yet it is associated with being complex and
abstract. For some it is associated with the
mystical or religious. For others it is known
through the metaphysical poets who talk of love
and spirituality. This Very Short Introduction goes
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

right to the heart of the matter, getting to the
basic and most important questions of
metaphysical thought in order to understand the
theory: What are objects? Do colours and shapes
have some form of existence? What is it for one
thing to cause another rather than just being
associated with it? What is possible? Does time
pass? By using these questions to initiate thought
about the basic issues around substance,
properties, changes, causes, possibilities, time,
personal identity, nothingness and emergentism,
Stephen Mumford provides a clear and simple
path through this analytical tradition at the core
of philosophical thought. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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Borders: A Very Short Introduction Alexander
C. Diener 2012-08-06 Compelling and accessible,
this Very Short Introduction challenges the
perception of borders as passive lines on a map,
revealing them instead to be integral forces in
the economic, social, political, and environmental
processes that shape our lives. Highlighting the
historical development and continued relevance
of borders, Alexander Diener and Joshua Hagen
oﬀer a powerful counterpoint to the idea of an
imminent borderless world, underscoring the
impact borders have on a range of issues, such
as economic development, inter- and intra-state
conﬂict, global terrorism, migration, nationalism,
international law, environmental sustainability,
and natural resource management. Diener and
Hagen demonstrate how and why borders have
been, are currently, and will undoubtedly remain
hot topics across the social sciences and in the
global headlines for years to come. This compact
volume will appeal to a broad, interdisciplinary
audience of scholars and students, including
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

geographers, political scientists, anthropologists,
sociologists, historians, international relations
and law experts, as well as lay readers interested
in understanding current events.
Agnosticism: A Very Short Introduction Robin Le
Poidevin 2010-10-28 What is agnosticism? Is it
just the 'don't know' position on God, or is there
more to it than this? Is it a belief, or merely the
absence of belief? Who were the ﬁrst to call
themselves 'agnostics'? These are just some of
the questions that Robin Le Poidevin considers in
this Very Short Introduction. He sets the
philosophical case for agnosticism and explores it
as a historical and cultural phenomenon. What
emerges is a much more sophisticated, and
much more interesting, attitude than a simple
failure to either commit to, or reject, religious
belief. Le Poidevin challenges some
preconceptions and assumptions among both
believers and non-atheists, and invites the reader
to rethink their own position on the issues.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
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series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Pentecostalism: A Very Short Introduction William
K. Kay 2011-01-27 An introduction to
Pentecostalism that traces the religious
movement's history throughout the twentieth
century, discussing its origins, spread across the
world, theological aspects, sociological
inﬂuences, and other related topics.
Reality: A Very Short Introduction Jan
Westerhoﬀ 2011-11-24 'What is real?' has been
one of the key questions of philosophy since its
beginning in antiquity. It is a question that, due
to such ﬁlms as The Matrix, has also made its
way into popular culture. But it is not just a
question philosophers ask. It is also asked by
scientists when they investigate whether the
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

fundamental constituents of matter are actually
'out there' or just a mere abstraction from a
successful theory. Cognitive scientists ask it
when trying to ﬁnd out which set of the
bewildering array of data processed by our brain
could constitute the basis for such supposedly
fundamental entities like the free agent or the
self. This Very Short Introduction discusses what
reality is by looking at a variety of arguments,
theories and thought-experiments from
philosophy, physics, and cognitive science.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Heat and Thermodynamics Christopher John
Tudor Lewis 2007 Provides a short history of the
ideas behind some of the most powerful ideas in
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physics: heat and energy
Theology: A Very Short Introduction David
Ford 2013-10-24 This is an introduction to the
subject of academic theology. Its basic approach
is interrogative, raising key questions so as to
lead into a range of selected topics such as
knowledge community, salvation, God, prayer
and evil.
Trust: A Very Short Introduction Katherine
Hawley 2012-08-23 Katherine Hawley explores
the key ideas about trust in this Very Short
Introduction. Drawing on a wide range of
disciplines including philosophy, psychology, and
evolutionary biology, she emphasizes the nature
and importance of trusting and being trusted,
from our intimate bonds with signiﬁcant others to
our relationship with the state.
The British Empire: A Very Short
Introduction Ashley Jackson 2013-05-30 The
British Empire inﬂuenced many aspects of the
world we live in today. The international system
remains heavily marked by British imperialism,
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

and the borders, nations, and federations it
created. This Very Short Introduction introduces
and deﬁnes the British Empire, reviewing how it
evolved into such a force, and the legacy it left
behind.
Children's Literature: A Very Short Introduction
Kimberley Reynolds 2011-10-06 Children's
literature takes many forms - works adapted for
children in antiquity, picture books and pop-ups and now includes the latest online games and
eBooks. This vast and amorphous subject is both
intimately related to other areas of literary and
cultural investigation but also has its own set of
concerns, issues and challenges. From familiar
authors including Beatrix Potter and Roald Dahl,
classic books such as Pooh, Alice in Wonderland,
and The Secret Garden, to modern works
including Harry Potter and the Twilight series,
thisVery Short Introduction provides an overview
of the history of children's literature as it has
developed in English, whilst at the same time
introducing key debates, developments, and
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ﬁgures in the ﬁeld. Raising questions about what
shape the future of literature for children should
take, and exploring the crossover with adult
ﬁction, Reynolds shows that writing for children whether on page or screen - has participated in
shaping and directing ideas about culture,
society and childhood. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Entrepreneurship: A Very Short Introduction Paul
Westhead 2013-11 What is entrepreneurship? Is
it important? What do entrepreneurs actually do?
These are a few of the key questions considered
in this Very Short Introduction. Paul Westhead
and Mike Wright provide a clear guide to all
aspects of the process of entrepreneurship,
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

including the diversity of the people involved and
the beneﬁts it brings to society.
Contemporary Fiction: A Very Short
Introduction Robert Eaglestone 2013-07-25 In
this Very Short Introduction, Robert Eaglestone
provides a clear and engaging exploration of the
major themes, patterns, and debates of
contemporary ﬁction.
Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction Richard
Toye 2013-03-28 Society's attitudes to rhetoric
are often very negative. Here, Richard Toye
provides an engaging, historically informed
introduction to rhetoric, from Ancient Greece to
the present day. Wide-ranging in its scope, this
Very Short Introduction is the essential starting
point for understanding the art of persuasion.
A History of Thermodynamics Ingo Müller
2007-07-16 This book oﬀers an easy to read, allembracing history of thermodynamics. It
describes the long development of
thermodynamics, from the misunderstood and
misinterpreted to the conceptually simple and
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extremely useful theory that we know today.
Coverage identiﬁes not only the famous
physicists who developed the ﬁeld, but also
engineers and scientists from other disciplines
who helped in the development and spread of
thermodynamics as well.
The Laws of Thermodynamics: A Very Short
Introduction Peter Atkins 2010-03-25 From the
sudden expansion of a cloud of gas or the cooling
of a hot metal, to the unfolding of a thought in
our minds and even the course of life itself,
everything is governed by the four Laws of
Thermodynamics. These laws specify the nature
of 'energy' and 'temperature', and are soon
revealed to reach out and deﬁne the arrow of
time itself: why things change and why death
must come. In this Very Short Introduction Peter
Atkins explains the basis and deeper implications
of each law, highlighting their relevance in
everyday examples. Using the minimum of
mathematics, he introduces concepts such as
entropy, free energy, and to the brink and
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

beyond of the absolute zero temperature. These
are not merely abstract ideas: they govern our
lives. In this concise and compelling introduction
Atkins paints a lucid picture of the four elegant
laws that, between them, drive the Universe.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Australia: A Very Short Introduction Kenneth
Morgan 2012-05-31 In this Very Short
Introduction Kenneth Morgan provides a wideranging and thematic introduction to modern
Australia. He examines the main features of its
history, geography, and culture since the
beginning of the white settlement in New South
Wales in 1788. Drawing attention to the
distinctive features of Australian life he places
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contemporary developments in a historical
perspective, highlighting the importance of
Australia's indigenous culture and making
connections between Australia and the wider
word. Balancing the successful growth of
Australian institutions and democratic traditions,
he considers the struggles that occurred in the
making of modern Australia. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction
Malcolm Gaskill 2010-03-25 Witchcraft is a
subject that fascinates us all, and everyone
knows what a witch is - or do they? From
childhood most of us develop a sense of the
mysterious, malign person, usually an old
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

woman. Historically, too, we recognize witchhunting as a feature of pre-modern societies. But
why do witches still feature so heavily in our
cultures and consciousness? From Halloween to
superstitions, and literary references such as
Faust and even Harry Potter, witches still feature
heavily in our society. In this Very Short
Introduction Malcolm Gaskill challenges all of
this, and argues that what we think we know is,
in fact, wrong. Taking a historical perspective
from the ancient world to contemporary
paganism, Gaskill reveals how witchcraft has
meant diﬀerent things to diﬀerent people and
that in every age it has raised questions about
the distinction between fantasy and reality, faith
and proof. Telling stories, delving into court
records, and challenging myths, Gaskill examines
the witch-hunts of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, and explores the reinvention of
witchcraft - as history, religion, ﬁction, and
metaphor. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
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contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The Scientiﬁc Revolution: A Very Short
Introduction Lawrence Principe 2011-04-28
Lawrence M. Principe takes a fresh approach to
the story of the scientiﬁc revolution, emphasising
the historical context of the society and its world
view at the time. From astronomy to alchemy
and medicine to geology, he tells this fascinating
story from the perspective of the historical
characters involved.
Ancient Greece: A Very Short Introduction
Paul Cartledge 2011-10-27 Introduces major
topics in ancient Greek civilization through the
development of eleven characteristic city states,
ranging from prehistoric Cnossos through
Byzantion, and including the future Marseilles as
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

well as Athens and Sparta.
Chinese Literature: A Very Short
Introduction Sabina Knight 2012-02-03 Perhaps
nowhere else has literature been as conscious a
collective endeavor as in China, and China's
survival over three thousand years may owe
more to its literary traditions than to its political
history. This Very Short Introduction tells the
story of Chinese literature from antiquity to the
present, focusing on the key role literary culture
played in supporting social and political concerns.
Embracing traditional Chinese understandings of
literature as encompassing history and
philosophy as well as poetry and poetics,
storytelling, drama, and the novel, Sabina Knight
discusses the philosophical foundations of literary
culture as well as literature's power to address
historical trauma and cultivate moral and sensual
passions. From ancient historical records through
the modernization and globalization of Chinese
literature, Knight draws on lively examples to
underscore the close relationship between ethics
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and aesthetics, as well as the diversity of Chinese
thought. Knight also illuminates the role of elite
patronage; the ways literature has served the
interests of speciﬁc groups; and questions of
canonization, language, nationalism, and crosscultural understanding. The book includes
Chinese characters for names, titles, and key
terms.
Comedy: A Very Short Introduction Matthew
Bevis 2012-12-20 To consider comedy in its
many incarnations is to raise diverse but related
questions: what, for instance, is humour, and
how may it be used (or abused)? When do we
laugh, and why? What is it that writers and
speakers enjoy - and risk - when they tell a joke,
indulge in bathos, talk nonsense, or encourage
irony? This Very Short Introduction explores
comedy both as a literary genre, and as a range
of non-literary phenomena, experiences and
events. Matthew Bevis studies the classics of
comic drama, prose ﬁction and poetry, alongside
forms of pantomime, comic opera, silent cinema,
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

popular music, Broadway shows, music-hall,
stand-up and circus acts, rom-coms, sketch
shows, sit-coms, caricatures, and cartoons.
Taking in scenes from Aristophanes to The Oﬃce,
from the Roman Saturnalia to Groundhog Day,
Bevis also considers comic theory from Aristotle
to Freud and beyond, tracing how comic
achievements have resisted as well as conﬁrmed
theory across the ages. This book takes comedy
seriously without taking it solemnly, and oﬀers an
engaging study of the comic spirit which lies at
the heart of our shared social and cultural life.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
American Politics: A Very Short Introduction
Richard M. Valelly 2013-02-11 American politics
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seems to grow more contentious and
complicated by the day, and whether American
democracy works well is hotly debated. Amidst
all this roiling partisan argument and confusing
claims and counterclaims, there has never been
a greater need for an impartial primer on the
basics of the American political system. This Very
Short Introduction gives readers a concise,
accessible, and sophisticated overview of the
vital elements of American democracy,
emphasizing both how these elements function,
their historical origins, and how they have
evolved into their present forms. Richard Valelly
covers all facets of America's political system:
the bicameral Congress and the place of the
ﬁlibuster, the legislative-executive process, the
role of the Supreme Court, political parties and
democratic choice, bureaucracy, the partisan
revival, and the political economy. He oﬀers as
well an original analysis of the evolution of the
American presidency and a fascinating chapter
on the eﬀects of public polling on political
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

decision-making and voter representation. Valelly
shows that the American political system is, and
always has been, very much a work in progress-unfolding within, and also constantly updating,
an eighteenth-century constitutional framework.
In a refreshingly balanced and judicious
assessment, he explores the strengths of
American democracy while candidly
acknowledging both gaps in representation and
the increasing income inequality have sparked
protest and intense public discussion. Finally,
Valelly considers the remarkable persistence, for
more than two centuries, of the basic
constitutional forms established in 1787, despite
the dramatic social changes that have reshaped
virtually all aspects of American life. For anyone
wishing to understand the nuts and bolts of how
our political system works--and sometimes fails
to work--this Very Short Introduction is the very
best place to start. About the Series: Oxford's
Very Short Introductions series oﬀers concise and
original introductions to a wide range of subjects16/18
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-from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to
the Bible. Not simply a textbook of deﬁnitions,
each volume in this series provides trenchant
and provocative--yet always balanced and
complete--discussions of the central issues in a
given discipline or ﬁeld. Every Very Short
Introduction gives a readable evolution of the
subject in question, demonstrating how the
subject has developed and how it has inﬂuenced
society. Eventually, the series will encompass
every major academic discipline, oﬀering all
students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one
deems important or appealing, whatever the
topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very
Short Introductions series has a handy and
aﬀordable guide that will likely prove
indispensable.
Spirituality: A Very Short Introduction Philip
Sheldrake 2012-11-29 It has been suggested that
'spirituality' has become a word that 'can deﬁne
a-very-brief-history-of-thermodynamics-john-murrell

an era'. Why? Because paradoxically, alongside a
decline in traditional religious aﬃliations, the
growing interest in spirituality and the use of the
word in a variety of contexts is a striking aspect
of contemporary western cultures. Indeed,
spirituality is sometimes contrasted attractively
with religion, although this is problematic and
implies that religion is essentially dogma,
moralism, institutions, buildings, and hierarchies.
The notion of spirituality expresses the fact that
many people are driven by goals that concern
more than material satisfaction. Broadly, it refers
to the deepest values and sense of meaning by
which people seek to live. Sometimes these
values are conventionally religious. Sometimes
they are associated with what is understood as
'the sacred' in a broader sense - that is, of
ultimate rather than merely instrumental
importance. This Very Short Introduction, written
by one of the most eminent scholars and writers
on spirituality, explores the historical foundations
of the thought and considers how it came to have
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the signiﬁcance it is developing today. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
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pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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